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The Biden administration has issued guidance and FAQs on mandatory insurance coverage of OTC COVID-19 testing. Effective January
15, 2022, plans are required to cover 8 individual at-home over-the-counter COVID-19 tests per person enrolled in the plan per month.
The administration is “strongly incentivizing health plans and insurers to set up a network of convenient locations across the country such
as pharmacies or retailers where people with private health coverage will be able to order online or walk in and pick up at-home over-thecounter COVID-19 tests for free, rather than going through the process of having to submit claims for reimbursement.” The departments
are incentivizing this approach by allowing health plans that enable patients to receive free tests upfront to limit reimbursement for tests
acquired at non-network locations to $12 per test.
The FAQs note that “[p]eople with Medicare can access one lab performed test without cost sharing per patient per year without an
order. At this time original Medicare cannot pay for at-home tests through this program. Medicare Advantage plans may offer coverage
and payment for at-home over-the-counter COVID-19 tests, so consumers covered by Medicare Advantage should check with their
plan.”
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This communication is intended for general information purposes and as a service to clients and friends of Foley Hoag LLP. This
communication should not be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances, and does not create an
attorney-client relationship.
United States Treasury Regulations require us to disclose the following: Any tax advice included in this document was not intended or
written to be used, and it cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code.
Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. © 2017 Foley Hoag LLP. All rights reserved.
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