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On May 28, 2021, Governor Charlie Baker issued two executive orders lifting many of the COVID-19-related restrictions and limitations
imposed over the past 15 months, setting in motion the eventual rescission of the Governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a State of
Emergency on June 15, 2021.
The first executive order rescinded the State of Emergency (as declared under the state’s Civil Defense Act) as to the majority of COVID19 executive orders as of May 29, 2021. This order also formally lifted all industry COVID-19 restrictions and all capacity limits effective
May 29, 2021.
A small number of COVID-19 executive orders remain in place until June 15, 2021, when the State of Emergency will terminate entirely.
These executive orders created certain exemptions that have proved popular, including the authority of government entities to hold
remote public meetings, the ability of restaurants to expand outdoor dining, and flexibility in the practicing authority of physician
assistants. The Legislature is currently considering bills that would extend many of these exemptions beyond June 15, 2021, and is
expected to vote on such legislation within the next two weeks.
The second executive order modifies the State of Emergency (as declared under the state’s Department of Public Health statute, G.L. c. 17,
§ 2A) to facilitate the DPH’s ability to promote COVID-19 testing, vaccination, and surveillance, and mandate “special measures to
protect higher risk populations.” Governor Baker has indicated that this modified public health state of emergency order would be the
basis for the continued DPH requirement that masks be worn on public transit, in health care settings, and certain other locations.
Foley Hoag has formed a firm-wide, multi-disciplinary task force dedicated to client matters related to the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19). For more guidance on your COVID-19 issues, visit our Resource Page or contact your Foley Hoag attorney.
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This communication is intended for general information purposes and as a service to clients and friends of Foley Hoag LLP. This
communication should not be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances, and does not create an
attorney-client relationship.
United States Treasury Regulations require us to disclose the following: Any tax advice included in this document was not intended or
written to be used, and it cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code.
Attorney advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. © 2017 Foley Hoag LLP. All rights reserved.
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